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        Fireworks, because they are explosives, are regulated under national and EU legislation and can only be imported into the country under licence and stored and sold in accordance with the explosives law. Fireworks are categorised into four categories, depending on their hazard and whether they require specialist knowledge to use them. The least hazardous is Category 1 and the most hazardous is Category 4.

    




    
        Since 4 July 2010 Category 1 fireworks (very low hazard) are on sale to the general public while all other categories are only available for use in organised displays by professional operators. An importation licence is required in the first instance. For more information please see:
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        Fireworks are not only dangerous, there are severe criminal penalties that apply. 

    




    
        Remember, fireworks contain explosive materials and are potentially very dangerous if misused, especially high hazard fireworks (such as bangers, rockets, roman candles, cake/batteries or shells).

    




    
        An import licence is required for all fireworks, and it is an offence to possess unlicensed fireworks (other than low hazard fireworks, such as party poppers, sparklers and so on), with intent to sell or supply. Fines of up to €10,000 and/or 5 years imprisonment can apply.

    




    
        It is an offence to throw or direct any ignited firework at a person or property, fines of up to €10,000 and/or 5 years imprisonment can apply.
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            General Guidance on Fireworks in Ireland - Public Information Leaflet - Revised 22 January 2022
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            Guidance on Legal Obligations for Importers, Distributors and Retailers of Fireworks for sale - Revised 01 December 2020
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            Guidance Document on Organised Pyrotechnic Displays  - Revised 01 December 2020
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            Guidance Document for Storage of Pyrotechnic Articles in Retail and Distribution Centres - Revised 01 December 2020
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            Information Note on the Import and Storage of Category 1 Fireworks (party poppers, sparklers, throw downs etc.)
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            Directive 2013/29/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 June 2013 on the harmonisation of the laws of the Member States relating to the making available on the market of pyrotechnic articles (recast)
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            S.I 174 of 2015 - European Union (Making Available on the Market of Pyrotechnic Articles) Regulations 2015
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        Please note the following Safety Warning on the sale and distribution of pyrotechnics for use at private parties and public events:
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        Learn more about the storage of pyrotechnics.
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        If any queries please contact us:

    










    

        
            
                
                    Firearms and Explosives Licensing and Inspections
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                    Department of Justice, 51 St Stephen's Green, Dublin 2
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                    explosives@justice.ie
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